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Participant Biographies

John Park 

John Park, Make:’s Maker Workshop Presenter, is a 3D animation character rigger, writer, educator, maker, proud father and husband. Originally from New York state, now living in Los Angeles, John loves performing, hacking, and taking things apart. He's also fond of robots, beatboxing, and espresso. John received his bachelor's degree in Drama from the University of Virginia. He now realizes that studying acting and building props prepared him well to host of the Maker Workshop segment of Make:. He has worked in computer graphics since 1994 in the video game, visual effects, and feature animation industries. He is currently a Character Technical Director at Walt Disney Animation Studios. John is a regular contributor to Make magazine and blogs at jpixl.net.
William Gurstelle

William Gurstelle, Project Producer for Make:, is a bestselling author and inveterate tinkerer whose work captures the fun and excitement that permeates the world of personal science and technology. As a presenter, he colorfully describes the creativity, innovation, and camaraderie that transform plain science into radical, technological self- expression. William graduated from the University of Wisconsin's College of Engineering and holds a graduate degree in business from the University of Minnesota. He has 25 years of technology and industry experience, and his work has been covered by The New York Times, USA Today, Science News, National Public Radio, and many others.

Mister Jalopy 

Mister Jalopy, Maker to Maker contributor for Make:, has a motto: If it is broke, do fix it.  And he does just that, repairing everything from old clocks and radios to broken bicycles to the rusted-out carcasses of the old automobiles from which he takes his name.  This DIY guru is a pioneer and leader in the Maker movement, appearing in Make magazine and on its popular web site. In addition to repairs, he also creates new inventions out of old products, such as a tricycle-mounted film projector and an iPod-modified vinyl record player.  Mister Jalopy, who declines to offer his real name, is a retired music executive who admits that he got out of the music business because he “preferred staying at home and making cool stuff.” 

Richard Hudson

Richard Hudson, Executive Producer of Make:, is the Director of Science Production at 
tpt National Productions, where he oversees both adult and children’s science programs, including the long-running children’s science series DragonflyTV, recent winner of two Daytime Emmy awards.  Other executive producing credits for PBS include the Emmy-winning family science series Newton’s Apple and the NOVA specials Flood!, Dying to be Thin and Absolute Zero.  In addition to Make:, Richard is Executive Producing new projects for 2009 and 2010: A NOVA on the history of the telescope, The Quest to See Infinity, and a new children’s science series, SciGirls. 
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